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If you could have any superpower, what would it be?” It is not by 
accident that one of the most popular answers to this question, by 
kids or adults, is being able to fly. There is a sense of freedom in 
being able to just zoom through the air. Last time I checked, I do not 
have wings but I did face my fears and go skydiving a few years ago 
and that feeling of flying through the air is certainly exhilarating.

But, in all seriousness, I have learned in the past few years of my life 
that sometimes you need to just stop for a second, center your mind, 
take a deep breath, and take that leap of faith, even when your path 
to the ground isn’t set yet. This is something that I certainly had to 
do when I started this choir, and I could not be happier that I did. I 
am so blessed and lucky to have such a level of talent and 
commitment and creativity in this choir for our first four seasons. We 
have enjoyed such growth and success and I look forward to 
continuing that into our very exciting future. 

Please enjoy our selection of music tonight that celebrates what 
happens when you (literally and figuratively) let go and spread your 
wings!! Thank you all so much for your continued support of the 
Morris Park Singers!!

Music Director, 
Danny Dahlquist

Director's Notes



Program
Be Like the Bird......................................................................................Abbie Betinis

Soloist: Ann Farrell

Over the Rainbow...........................................................................arr. Teena Chinn
Performed by MPS Small Ensemble

Soloist: Travis Loch

 Defying Gravity from 'Wicked'.......................................arr. Roger Emerson
Soloist: Kaitlin McInerney

 Walk Out On The Water............................................arr. Geung Krocker-Lee
Percussion: Eric Wigham, Joe Scarpellino

 Go, Tuneful Bird..........................................................................John Wall Callcott

 I'll Fly Away......................................................................................Albert E. Brumley
Performed by: Philip Groth, Kerry Johnson

Guitar: Brian Turnquist, Jeff Alford

 Ad Astra.................................................................................................Jacob Narverud

 Blackbird.................................................................................arr. Jonathan Wikeley

 Rise Up...............................................................................................arr. Lonnie Delisle
Soloists: Keisa Helgerson, Anya Klaassen, Olivia Curti

 Wings...................................................................................................Danny Dahlquist

 Measure Me. Sky!.......................................................................Elaine Hagenberg

 A Soft Place to Land from 'Waitress'.......................................Sara Bareilles
Performed by: Ali Carlson, Olivia Curti, Alyson Weber

Guitar: Dan Smieja

 Angel from Montgomery........................John Prine (opb Bonnie Raitt)
Performed by: Emma Borkowski



Soloists' Notes
Be Like the Bird

This text has inspired me during difficult times in my life…
when I've felt the branch begin to break beneath me without 
warning, causing me to question myself, the paths I have 
chosen, and even my self-worth. With the help of music and 
friends who helped me find opportunities to sing, I began to 
recall my former optimism, hope, and joy. When I first heard 
this song performed live, it brought me to tears. It describes 
ME, striving to be like that little bird. Knowing she hath wings. 
I also love that Abbie is a local female composer and an 
advocate for accessible arts and music education, like me. 

-Ann Farrell

I'll Fly Away

This song always brings me peace and I find myself singing it 
at random times during the day and over the years in my life.

-Philip Groth

This song reminds me of those who are suffering, finding peace 
and I’ve always loved singing it as I fell in love with Allison 
Krause’s music!

-Kerry Johnson



A Soft Place to Land

This song connected with us because it speaks to growing up 
and realizing that even though your dreams aren't necessarily 
realistic, it's important to hold onto them. If you feel like you're 
falling, the hope that comes from a dream can help you fly 
again.

-Olivia Curti, Ali Carlson, Alyson Weber

Angel From Montgomery

A John Prine original, “Angel from Montgomery”, encapsulates 
the theme of ‘Soar’ through its folky, melodic storytelling. 
Themes of sweet daydreaming and contemplative longing 
culminate in the chorus; Make me an angel that flies from 
Montgomery. Greatly popularized by Bonnie Raitt, this song 
has entertained audiences for over 50 years

-Emma Borkowski
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Mill City Church, for continuing to being so welcoming 
and providing us with great space

Becky Sun, for being my talented and reliable 
collaborator since day one

Brandon Reger-Johnson, for keeping me sane and 
keeping the choir running smoothly

Ali, Alyson, & Anya (our committee), for bringing your 
creative ideas to the choir and helping us continue to 
grow and succeed

Michael Grauberger, for building me a conducting 
platform for our rehearsal space

All of our program ad purchasers (make sure to check 
them out)

All of our volunteers to helping our concert run smoothly

My amazing fiance, Kevin, and all of my kids (Luna, 
Zander, Addie) for being my rock.

And all of you for your continued support of the Morris 
Park Singers!

Special Thanks



As a small non-profit, the 
Morris Park Singers relies 
heavily on the generous 
donations of our patrons. 

Please consider supporting us 
by going to 
morrisparksingers.org/support 
and making a tax-deductible 
donation to our choir. 

It helps us with the costs of 
space rental, all of our sheet 
music, choir folders, and the 
various fees associated with 
website domains, storage 
space, insurance, etc. Your 
generosity is greatly 
appreciated! 

If you would be interested in 
sponsoring a future season of 
the choir, feel free to reach out 
to info@morrisparksingers.org.

Donors
Linda Anderson
Bridget Bender
Kathleen Curti
Mark and Lori Dahlquist
Ellen Gasiorowski
Karen Hall
Yannick Hurry
Laura King
Theresa Tostengard

A big thank you 
to our Season 4 
donors!*

*As of April 30th, 2024









Join Us!
Are you interested in joining the Morris Park Singers for our 

upcoming milestone 5th season this fall? Go to 
morrisparksingers.org/join for more information! And feel free to 

email info@morrisparksingers.org with any questions.



